
NOTICE OF MOTION – SUPPORT A SIMPLE FIREWORK LICENCE 

Background information  

Link to the Cabinet Motion of Rhondda Cynon Taff:- 

Item3ResponsetoNoticeofMotionFireworks.pdf (rctcbc.gov.uk) 

Some other useful links:- 

How fireworks can affect your health and the ecosystem | CBC News  

Fireworks legislation and impacts: international evidence review - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Festival fireworks celebrations' health impact on vulnerable people - study (birmingham.ac.uk) 

 

 
 

  

https://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/CY/Council/CouncillorsCommitteesandMeetings/Meetings/Cabinet/2020/10/13/Reports/Item3ResponsetoNoticeofMotionFireworks.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/calgary-fireworks-environment-wildlife-human-health-concerns-1.5218006
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2020/01/fireworks-health-impact.aspx


Additional notes:- 

Raise awareness and regulate use 
 
It is important to promote a public awareness campaign positively and actively about the 
unintended consequences of legal fireworks which can be set off 365 days a year. 

Local authorities can act to protect animals now and there is a fine of up to £20,000 and/or a 
six month prison sentence.  There have been no convictions in Powys as far as I am aware 
but in our area we have seen an increase in the level of noise, the impact on animal welfare 
and the fear of unintended consequences happening more frequently. 

Current legislation allows for RANDOM public use of fireworks 16 hours a day, every single 
day, making it impossible for vulnerable groups to take precautions against the distress they 
can cause.  
 

1. There is a need to encourage local suppliers of fireworks to display signage endorsed 
by PCC, stating the law on fireworks and the unintended consequences of legal 
fireworks.  It would further raise awareness and the necessity to buy the correct type 
of fireworks for all locations and use.  

2. Horses are ‘flight’ animals and whilst it is very helpful to know When, Where and 
What firework displays might be happening to prepare a reduced risk for horse 
establishments and owners from sustaining a potentially fatal injury, the risk is still very 
high with large extravagant explosive noisy displays.  

Animal Welfare Act 

There is little or no monitoring of this.  The noise of modern fireworks outstrips what was 
traditionally a family gathering celebrating the arrest and convictions of a plot in 1605.   

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 states it is an offence to cause any unnecessary suffering 
to any captive or domestic animal. Fireworks must not be set off near livestock or 
horses in fields or close to buildings housing livestock. Anyone planning a firework 
display in a rural area should warn neighbouring farmers in  

advance. 

Section 4 of the AWA 2006 says …… 

(1) A person commits an offence if: 

(a) an act of his, or a failure of his to act, causes an animal to suffer, 
(b) he knew, or ought reasonably to have known, that the act, or failure to act, would have 
that effect or be likely to do so, 
(c) the animal is a protected animal, and 
(d) the suffering is unnecessary. If the fireworks are near a road you can also contact the 
Highways division of your council and quote the following Source: Explosives Act 1875 
Section 161 

The offence carries a fine of up to £20,000 and/or a prison term of up to six months.  



 
The Act is enforced by local councils, animal health officers and the police. 
 
The Unintended Consequences of Fireworks: 
 

 Distress and injury to humans especially those with conditions that are triggered by 
noise and flashing lights 

 Distress, injury and death to animals 
 Litter - what goes up must come down 
 Fire risk to property 
 Pollution – noise and environmental 

 
 


